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Brief Review of REP 8-037 

Introduction  

1. This short note reviews the most salient features of the response submitted by the 

Applicant at Deadline 8 to NE2.1 and NE2.2.  The extremely short time available has limited 

the scope of the review which it has been possible to undertake.  The task has not been 

eased by the significant use made by York of graphical representation, some of which is 

difficult to follow given the number of lines plotted on some charts.  Use of indices based on 

different starting years may also distort understanding. 

GDP Forecasts 

2. The forecasts presented by York in general show an increase in both UK and foreign 

GDP assumptions over the period to 2050, with as York points out often lower growth in the 

short to medium term, and faster growth in the longer term. This is shown in the 

document’s Figures 2.5 and 2.6, from the assumptions used in its Need Case.  It is noted that 

this implies that the economic forecasters consider that the World’s prospects have 

improved over the last two years. 

3. The improvements in GDP assumptions are not large, especially for the important 

UK GDP assumptions which is one of the growth drivers in categories covering about three 

quarters of all passengers (see for example Figure 2.5).  However, the impact on forecasts 

demand appears more dramatic with, for example, the new Central Forecast being in 2050 

at the same level as the Original Faster Growth forecast (Figure 3.2).  There was no 

corresponding figure to this in the Need Case, and its value is reduced by the forecasts being 

presented on an index basis.  However, if the new Central growth index of 190 in 2050 is 

applied to a UK passenger base of 221.6 mppa in 2022 (UK CAA Statistics), a total UK forecast 

in 2050 would be some 420 mppa.  The most recent DfT forecast (March 2023) extends only 

to 2040, but applying York’s growth rates (Table 3.1) to the DfT’s 2040 end-point indicates a 

higher figure of 437 mppa.  In other words, the new LR forecast may in fact be lower than 

the most recent DfT forecasts.    

Airport Capacity 

4. While York has tested a higher capacity for Gatwick with a single runway, no 

indication is given in this document on York’s assumptions for the passenger handling 

capacity of a two-runway Heathrow.  York’s previous assumption was that it was capped at 

90 mppa in line with DfT assumptions which have now been superseded.  The Host 

Authorities have argued that Heathrow’s capacity will also be higher than that assumed by 

York in view of the increase in passengers per ATM.  In the absence of any clarification on 

this point from York, it is assumed that York has maintained its 90 mppa assumption. 

5. Although many scenarios are shown in Section 4 of document, the hybrid scenario of 

the Need Case of an extra runway at an unspecified airport is not repeated although given 




